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For immediate release 
 
John Awsumb, Bay View Elementary School, Selected MN National 
Outstanding Assistant Principal 
 
(photo attached to this media release) 
 

(St. Paul, MN -- Dec. 13, 2018) – John Awsumb (pictured, right), 

Proctor Public Schools assistant principal of Bay View 

Elementary School in Duluth and a member of the Minnesota 

Elementary School Principals’ Association (MESPA) and the 

National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP), 

is Minnesota’s 2019 NAESP National Outstanding Assistant 

Principal. MESPA and NAESP present this prestigious annual 

award.  

 

The National Outstanding Assistant Principal program was established in 2011 to honor 

assistant principals who are doing a superb job in their roles. MESPA and NAESP are 

committed to preparing assistant principals to step into the principal role. This program 

promotes educational excellence for pre-kindergarten through eighth grade (PreK-8) 

schooling and calls attention to the fundamental importance of the assistant principal. 

 

“I have never in my 25 years in education nominated someone for an award of this 

caliber, but I felt compelled to do so in regards to my assistant principal, John Awsumb,” 
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wrote Diane Morin, principal of Bay View Elementary School, in her letter of 

recommendation for Awsumb. “He is truly one of the best administrators I have ever 

had the privilege to work with. His enthusiasm and positive attitude are contagious. One 

of his greatest strengths is his ability to communicate in difficult situations. He has the 

unique ability to validate what someone is saying and then work together with them to 

come up with a solution. He is never defensive and has the innate sense to react the 

right way in all situations. Our school culture has become so much more positive since 

he has arrived at our school. Students, parents, and our community have embraced him 

and he is a total game-changer for our district.” 

 

Awsumb’s work creating and implementing a multiple-tiered system of Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is one of his most significant 

accomplishments at Bay View Elementary, which serves approximately 600 students in 

grades PreK-5. The implementation of PBIS has drastically reduced behavior referrals 

and contributed to a positive and vibrant school community. “Our students understand 

our behavioral expectations, and they continue to use our mantra of Appropriate, Safe, 

and Kind (ASK) to guide themselves throughout the day,” Awsumb writes. “Parents are 

fully informed of the interventions and appreciate the results that [the interventions] 

have on their children.” The interventions provide students with “a platform to share 

their coping strategies with their peers, as well as building positive relationships with 

one another.” 

 

Another of Awsumb’s accomplishments is the creation of the Bay View Community 

Garden thanks to a $25,000 grant he secured from the Northland Foundation. The 

garden “has become a focal point of our campus for students to enjoy and study 

nature,” Principal Morin wrote. Throughout the fall, students helped tend the garden, 

and teachers regularly brought students out to the garden for a variety of learning 

opportunities. A bounty of vegetables was harvested from the garden, and a “garden 

reveal” in September attracted hundreds of people from the community as well as 

media outlets. The garden will continue to host a wide variety of inter-disciplinary, multi-
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generational experiences that will enrich the lives of Bay View’s students for years to 

come.  

 

“If you walk the halls with Mr. Awsumb, you would know in an instant how well 

respected he is among our students, faculty, and staff,” Wrote John Engelking, 

Superintendent of Proctor Public Schools, in his letter of recommendation for Awsumb. 

“But his leadership doesn’t stop there. He is also a key team member for leading 

innovations in how we grade and assess students. John is articulate, well-read, and a 

leader who brings out the best in his staff. He has a wealth of experience, he’s bright, 

has a terrific sense of humor, and is dedicated to doing what is best for kids.” 

 

MESPA President-Elect Eric Skanson, principal of Cold Spring Elementary in Cold Spring, 

chaired the MN National Outstanding Assistant Principal selection committee. "We had a 

number of very strong applications this year, but John’s really stood out," Skanson said. 

"The glowing recommendations from his supervisors, his obvious passion for students 

and learning, and his history of innovation alongside concrete achievements make him 

the perfect person to be named Minnesota's National Outstanding Assistant Principal. If 

anything, this honor seems long overdue. I can't wait to see what else John does in his 

career." 

 

Awsumb received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Minnesota, a master’s 

degree from the University of Minnesota, and his K-12 principal licensure from St. Mary’s 

University. Prior to working at Bay View, Awsumb served as assistant principal at 

Columbia Academy in Columbia Heights, MN from 2011-2017.  

 
-- end -- 

 
MESPA strives to be the premier leadership resource for elementary and middle-level 
principals and a strong leading voice for public education. MESPA is committed to 
ensuring a high-quality education for all children through strengthening and enhancing 
the principal’s role as educational leader in our schools. MESPA has represented 
Minnesota’s principals since 1950 and is affiliated with the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals and its 20,000 members nationwide. 


